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Cleopatra killed herself, by applying an asp
to her arm, to escape the ignonimy of being
led in a Roman triumph. Such is the tradi-
tional account of her death.

Cleopatra bore a son to Caesar, who was
called Caesarion. She bore three children to
Antony. In A. D. 40 the Ptolemy line became
extinct through the slaying of the last of Cleo-
patra's descendants by the Emperor Caligula.

She has been given a romantic setting
through the centuries, for writers and artists
have found in her person and career abundant
material with which to create an atmosphere
of profound interest.

CLEOPATEA'Sj
NEEDLES, t h e
name given to two
Egyptian obelisks,
formerly at Alex-
andria; one of
them is now in New
York, the other in
London. They are
made of rose-red
granite and were
originally erected
by Thothmes III in
Heliopolis, being
dedicated to the god
Ra, or the Sun.
They were taken to
Alexandria shortly
before the com-
mencement of the
Christian Era and
remained there un-
til 1877, when they
were presented to
Great Britain and
the United States
by the Khedive Is-
niail Pasha.

The New York
obelisk is sixty-
nine feet high and
weighs 200 tons.
The sides are cov-
ered with inscrip-
tions of Thothmes
III and Barneses
II. In the dry and hot air of Egypt the
obelisks stood undamaged for 3,000 years,
but in the atmosphere of New York and
London they began to disintegrate. A pre-
servative fortunately has been found to ap-
ply to the stone.

CLEOPATRA'S

NEEDLE

In Central Park

New York.

nLEVELAND, STEPHEN*
G-ROVER (1837-1908),, an
American statesman and
President, the only chief
executive of the United
States who has served
two terms not in succes-
sion. His career as Pres-
ident was not always
calm; he antagonized his
own party on numerous

occasions, and history
has justified his course.
After leaving office his
strength with the people
steadily increased, and at his death he was
ranked as one of the greatest figures of his
time.

Cleveland was born in Caldwell, N". J. The
death of his father, a Presbyterian clergy-
man, compelled young Cleveland to earn his
own living, and he became a clerk and as-
sistant teacher in the New York institution
for the blind. ID
1855 he started
west, but stopped
at Buffalo, where
he was admitted
to the bar in 1859.
In 1863 he became
assistant district
attorney of Erie
County, and he
was made sheriff in
1870. In 1881 he
was elected mayor
of Buffalo on the G*OTER CLBVELANB
Democratic ticket, though the city was
strongly Republican, and his efficient admin-
istration led to his nomination and election
as governor of the state by a remarkable
plurality. His career as governor was
marked by exceptional ability, fearlessness
and honesty. He was nominated for Presi-
dent at the national Democratic convention
held in Chicago in 1884, and was elected over
Blaine, Republican, by a small plurality.

As President he made extraordinary use of
the veto power to curb unworthy legislation,
especially private pension bills, and boldly
advocated a reduction in the tariff. In 1888
he was again Democratic candidate for Pres-
ident, but he was defeated by the Republican
candidate, Benjamin Harrison. He then re-
moved to New York and practiced law. On
June 2, 1886, he had married, at the White

